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be said to take its beginning until the three racial factors
requisite for its constitution came into conjunction.
The selective test of fitness to survive in the climatic
region of the Baltic and North Sea under neolithic condi-
tions, and to hold that habitat against all comers, was not
applied to the three constituent stocks in severally, and so
was not a conclusive test of superior fitness in either one of
the three taken by itself. The test, and the conclusion to be
drawn from the experiment, applies solely to the com-
posite population into which the three enter as essential con-
stituents. Such is obviously the case, since in the course of se-
lective breeding through several thousands of years no one
of the three constituent types has displaced both or either
of the other two in any part of the region in question, nor
has any one of the racial types at any point displaced the
hybrid offspring of the three. The most that can be said is
that while the population has continued through this long
interval of time to be a hybrid mixture, the character of the
mixture has come to vary from one place to another in such
a way that this composite population is more blond toward
the north and more brunet toward the south, at the same
time that, even with an equal initial chance, the dolicho-
brunet (Mediterranean) counts for less both north and
south, within this special climatic region, than either of the
other two constituent stocks.
For a contrast that will enforce this line of argument
illustrative instances may be drawn from almost any coun-
try lying within striking distance of this Baltic-North Sea
tract. The hybrid populations of this region have repeat-
edly, almost unremittingly, broken bounds and migrated in